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SEC RET STATE 135800 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR PFOR US SA BA 

SUBJECT: RETAINING MIDEASTEOR IN BAHRAIN 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SISCO 

1 . WE ARE RAPIDLY REACHING THE POINT WHEN MIDEASTFOR 
MUST START MAKING PREPARATIONS TO LEAVE BAHRAIN UNLESS 
THE TERMINATION NOTICE IS RESCINDED OR DELAYED. WHILE 
THE DEADLINE FOR MIDEASTFOR WITHDRAWAL IS OCTOBER 19, 

THE LEAD TIME FOR SUCH A WITHDRAWAL REQUIRES AN AUTHORITA- 
TIVE INDICATION OF BAHRAINI INTENTION ONE WAY OR THE 
OTHER IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. CONTINUED DELAY WOULD 
MAKE THE NAVY’S WITHDRAWAL PROGRESSIVELY MORE EXPENSIVE 
AND LESS GRACEEUL. 
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2. AS YOU WILL RECALL, DURING PRINCE EAHD'S VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON, HE TOLD ADMIRAL MOORER AT JUNE 6 MEETING 
ON SECURITY COOPERATION, WHICH WAS CHAIRED BY SECRETARY 
CHLESINGER, THAT HE WAS WILLING TO COMMUNICATE TO THE 
BAHRAINIS HIS QTE STUDIED ADVICE UNQTE ON RETAINING 
MIDEASTEOR. WE ARE CONVINCED THAT SUCH WORD EROM THE 
SAUDIS COULD MAKE APPRECIABLE DIEEERENCE AND MIGHT INDEED 
BE DECISIVE EACTOR. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, YOU SHOULD APPROACH PRINCE EAHD AND 
RECALL HIS PROMISE TO TALK TO THE BAHRAINIS. YOU SHOULD 
SAY THAT WE APPRECIATE THE UNDERSTANDING HE SHOWED OE 
OUR EXPLANATION OP WHY WE PEEL A CONTINUED MIDEASTEOR 
PRESENCE IS IMPORTANT AND HIS OPPER TO TAKE THE MATTER 
UP WITH THE BAHRAINIS. IP HE HAS NOT ALREADY DONE SO, 

WE HOPE HE WILL TALK SOON TO THE BAHRAINIS. 

KISSINGER 
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